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Just a Few Anniversary Dates for Jan 
February 1st .......... National Freedom Day (from slavery) 
February 2nd ......... National Groundhog Day 
 ................................ National Wear Red Day (1st Fri in Feb) 
February 4th ......... National Thank a Mail Carrier Day 
February 8th ......... National Boy Scouts Day 
February 14th ....... Valentine’s Day 
February 18th ....... National Drink Wine Day 
February 19th ....... Presidents Day (3rd Mon in Feb) 
February 23rd ....... Marines raise Flag atop 

Mount Suribachi 

 

 

And too many more to list them all…. 
Complete National day calendar for February (the list) 

Upcoming Events 

 

Mar 17th: Next Chapter Meeting, 
Johnny’s at Fife, 9:00 am.  

Apr 7th: Olympia Genealogical Society Meeting 
Capital Event Center, 6005 Tyee Dr. SW, 
Tumwater, WA, 9:00 AM 
2 color guard, 1 Drummer to post colors 

Apr 23rd: Honor Flight 
SeaTac Airport approximately 8 PM 

Apr 27th: WA State SAR Meeting 
Red Lion, Columbia Center, Kennewick, WA 

May 19th: Armed Forces Day Parade, 
Bremerton, WA, 10:00 
need 5 color guard, 2 banner carriers plus Fife & Drum 

May 21st: Honor Flight 
SeaTac Airport approximately 8 PM 

May 27th: Memorial Day Celebrations, 
Fir Lane Memorial Park 924 E. 176th. St. 
Spanaway, WA 
Need 4 Uniform Color Guard 

July 4th: Independence Day Parade 
Steilacoom, WA, 10:00 
Need 5 color guard, 2 banner carriers plus Fife & Drum) 

 

https://nationaldaycalendar.com/february/
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A Moment of Silence 
One of our compatriots has fallen! 

Bob Parrish of University Place, passed away 

on February 16th, 2018. 

 

Our prayers go out to his wife and family. 
  

Signers of the Declaration of Independence 
Have you ever wondered what happened to the 56 men who signed the Declaration of Independence? 

¶ Five signers were captured by the British as traitors, and tortured before they died.  

¶ Twelve had their homes ransacked and burned.  

¶ Two lost their sons serving in the Revolutionary Army; another had two sons captured.  

¶ Nine of the 56 fought and died from wounds or hardships of the Revolutionary War.  They signed and they pledged 
their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor.  

What kind of men were they? 

¶ Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists.  

¶ Eleven were merchants, nine were farmers and large plantation owners; men of means, well educated, but they 
signed the Declaration of Independence knowing full well that the penalty would be death if they were captured.  

¶ Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter and trader, saw his ships swept from the seas by the British Navy. He 
sold his home and properties to pay his debts, and died in rags.  

¶ Thomas McKeam was so hounded by the British that he was forced to move his family almost constantly. He served 
in the Congress without pay, and his family was kept in hiding. His possessions were taken from him, and poverty 
was his reward.  

¶ Vandals or soldiers looted the properties of Dillery, Hall, Clymer, Walton, Gwinnett, Heyward, Ruttledge, and 
Middleton.  

¶ At the battle of Yorktown, Thomas Nelson, Jr., noted that the British General Cornwallis had taken over the Nelson 
home for his headquarters. He quietly urged General George Washington to open fire. The home was destroyed, 
and Nelson died bankrupt.  

¶ Francis Lewis had his home and properties destroyed. The enemy jailed his wife, and she died within a few months.  

¶ John Hart was driven from his wife's bedside as she was dying. Their 13 children fled for their lives. His fields and his 
gristmill were laid to waste. For more than a year he lived in forests and caves, returning home to find his wife dead 
and his children vanished.  

So, take a few minutes and silently thank these patriots. It's not much to ask for the price they paid. 

Remember, freedom is never free! 

Revolutionary War Battles in the month of February 
Battle Date Colony/State Outcome 

Battle of Moore's Creek Bridge  Feb 27, 1776 North Carolina Patriot victory: 

Battle of Beaufort Feb 3, 1779 South Carolina Patriot victory 

Battle of Kettle Creek Feb 14, 1779 Georgia Patriot victory 

Siege of Fort Vincennes Feb 23-25, 1779 Quebec Patriot victory 

Battle of Young's House Feb 3, 1780 New York British victory 

Battle of Cowan's Ford Feb 1, 1781 North Carolina British victory 

Capture of Sint Eustatius Feb 3, 1781 Sint Eustatius British victory 

Battle of Haw River Feb 25, 1781 North Carolina Patriot victory 

Battle of Sadras Feb 17, 1782 India French victory 

Capture of Montserrat Feb 22, 1782 Montserrat French victory 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Moore%27s_Creek_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Beaufort
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Kettle_Creek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Fort_Vincennes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Young%27s_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Cowan%27s_Ford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capture_of_Sint_Eustatius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Haw_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Sadras
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capture_of_Montserrat
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Battle of Wambaw Feb 24, 1782 South Carolina British victory 

 

Revolutionary War Quiz: (answer on page 6) 
In early 1778, shortly after an American victory at Saratoga, 

(1) France entered the war against Britain. 
(2) Spain and Scotland, joined as allies of the US over the next seven years. 

A. 1 is true 
B. 1 is false 
C. 2 is true 
D. 2 is false 

What is the SAR? 
 

SAR is... HERITAGE  - Junior Memberships : 
Stan Wills of Spokane Chapter on right swearing in new Junior Member 

Michael Bendickson. Michael Bendickson is the grandson of compatriot 

Mike Moore of Spokane Chapter. 
(To be continued next month) 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE STATE COLOR GUARD COMMANDER: 

Citizenship 
1. The state of being vested with the rights, privileges, and duties of a citizen. 2.the character of an 
individual viewed as a member of society; behavior in terms of the duties, obligations, and 
functions of a citizen*. 
2. A native or naturalized member of a state or nation who owes allegiance to its government and is 
entitled to its protection*. 

Citizenship has its rights and responsibilities. Citizenship means showing respect, having a good 
attitude or just extending help to others. Eleanor Roosevelt, when she was first lady, offered this 
definition: "A nation must have leaders, men who have the power to see a little farther, to imagine 
a little better life than the present. But if this vision is to be fulfilled, it must also have a vast army of men and women 
capable of understanding and following these leaders intelligently." 1. As stated in the previous essay on Patriotism, we 
are all leaders, we are all Patriots and we are all Citizens, working 1 on 1 to make a difference. 

Good citizens recognize where help is needed, and provide that help, especially in your local community. Help a senior 
neighbor carry her groceries, plan a neighborhood block party or volunteer at a local school. Larger projects can include 
organizing a citywide or statewide effort to reduce homelessness or improve the health outcomes of the local senior 
citizen population. “Good citizens also find ways to engage groups or individuals from diverse groups”, suggests Tufts 
University professor David Levine. He suggests people should work to bring together people from various walks of life, 
collaborate on ideas and projects with those diverse populations to help build "civic relationships" characterized by 
"loyalty, trust, and hope." 2. It is this fundamental definition which is the north star of the SAR. We bring strangers 
together in a common bond of heritage and conduct ourselves through a positive attitude presenting, Patriotism, 
History and Education to our communities. 

The SAR Citizenship scaffold constructs its platform on civic relationships characterized by loyalty, trust and hope. By our 
outreach community practices people know and trust our integrity. These fundamentals help us gain access into schools 
and professional organizations fulfilling our goal of Patriotism, Education and History. 

How can you improve citizenship in your community? Here are a few ways: 
1. Volunteer in your Sons of the American Revolution Chapter (Eagle Scouts, Flag Certificates, JROTC, Color Guard, 

Medal Committee), 
2. Continue your honesty & trustworthiness searching your local community for local hero’s, citizens, police, 

firefighters, and ...? 
3. Respect the rights of others. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Wambaw
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4. Be informed about the world around you (look for opportunities in your community to expand the name of Sons 
of the American Revolution) 

5. Be compassionate 
6. Take responsibility for your actions and promote the SAR at every event 

For more ideas, ask your chapter president to promote discussion at your next meeting.  We are the Sons of the American 

Revolution and proudly we say: “Our History is the Nation’s History”. 

Respectfully, Arthur Dolan, Washington State SAR Color Guard Commander 

*1 & 2. https://classroom.synonym.com/what-does-it-mean-to-be-a-good- citizen-12079484.html (from dictionary.com) 
 

Note from the editor: 
Still learning this newsletter game, so there is still lots of room for improvement. 

That is where all of the membership comes in.  I need suggestions as to what you would 
like to see in future issues and I welcome any and all news items/photos that may be of 
interest to the masses.  Please include the 5 Ws (Who, What, When, Where, Why) 

Please send to DM-SAR@comcast.net 

Do you or your friends shop on Amazon? 
You can benefit your Chapter by using the link below. 
Ask your donors, volunteers, employees, and friends to 
bookmark this link so all their eligible shopping will benefit the 
WSSAR-Alexander Hamilton Chapter. 
 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/91-1271500 

 

Birthday wishes 
Happy Birthday to the following February birthday boys: 

Russell Franklin Pringle, Rodger Lind Dent, Alan Mandigo, 
Kenneth Robert Morse, Mark Richard Donges, Bruce Wayne Seiber, 
Kenneth Ryan Fitzpatrick. 

 

Feb Meeting News 
Skip Stephan opened the meeting with a prayer given by George Washington. 

Attention to Orders: 
Effective 17 February 2018, 
Walter Richard Motz (Dick) 
is promoted to the rank of 
Major and appointed the 
duty of Deputy Commander 
of the Washington State 
Color Guard. 

Our guest speaker, Doug 
Nelson, from the John Paul 
Jones Chapter gave a 
presentation on “The 14 
Forgotten Presidents”. He was 
awarded a certificate of 
appreciation 

 
 

Eric Benton, from Ravensdale, WA, was 
installed as the new position of Sargent at 
Arms. 

Carl David McGowan was awarded 
the Military Service Medal. 
 
York James Barret was awarded the 
War Service Medal  

https://classroom.synonym.com/what-does-it-mean-to-be-a-good-%20citizen-12079484.html
http://www.dictionary.com/
mailto:DM-SAR@comcast.net
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/91-1271500
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CITATION: Claude D. Asher – SAR Bronze Roger Sherman Medal 
The SAR Bronze Roger Sherman Medal is awarded to Compatriot Claude Asher in recognition of, and in 
appreciation for outstanding services rendered to the Alexander Hamilton Chapter and State SAR Color 
Guard.  This Medal is named after Founding Father Roger Sherman, the only person to sign all four great 
State papers of the U.S.: The Continental Association, the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of 
Confederation and the Constitution.  Claude Asher has performed faithfully and well as a Chapter color 
guard supporter and color guardsman for a period of five years, from 2013 to the present.  Claude carried 
the official SAR Parade Banner many times and participated in over 18 color guard events. He became a 
uniformed color guardsman in his Scots Great Kilt on February 9, 2016.  His dedication, commitment and 
initiative have contributed to the strong showing of our Chapter in color guard events, and is most 
worthy of recognition by the SAR Bronze Roger Sherman Medal. 

 

CITATION: Kenneth D. Roberts – SAR Distinguished Service Certificate 
The SAR Distinguished Service Certificate is awarded to Compatriot Kenneth D. Roberts in recognition of 
long and distinguished service rendered to his Chapter and the State SAR Color Guard.  Ken Roberts has 
performed faithfully and well as a Chapter color guard supporter and color guardsman for a period of 
over five years, from 2012 to 2018.  A dual member of our Chapter and the John Paul Jones Chapter, he 
joined the SAR Color Guard in his regimental uniform on February 28, 2014.  Ken participated in more 
than 12 color guard events as a color guard supporter and in uniform.  Kenneth Roberts’ dedication, 
commitment and initiative have contributed to the strong showing of his Chapter in color guard events 
and is most worthy of recognition by the SAR Distinguished Service Certificate. 

 

CITATION: Harold L. Steenbergen – SAR Distinguished Service Certificate 
The SAR Distinguished Service Certificate is awarded to Compatriot Harold Steenbergen in recognition of 
his distinguished service rendered to the Alexander Hamilton Chapter and State SAR Color Guard.  This 
Medal is named after Founding Father Roger Sherman, the only person to sign all four great State papers 
of the U.S.: The Continental Association, the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation 
and the Constitution.  Compatriot Harold Steenbergen, a U. S. Army combat veteran, has performed 
faithfully and well as a Chapter color guard supporter for a period of four years, from 2014 to 2018.  
Harold carried the official SAR Parade Banner and a Revolutionary War flag many times and participated 
in more than 20 major color guard events.  Harold Steenbergen’s personal initiative and dedication to our 
SAR Color Guard contributed to the strong showing of our Chapter in color guard events, and is most 
worthy of recognition by the SAR Distinguished Service Certificate.  

Vice Presidents Report 
I had the sad duty to report the passing of Robert “Bob” Parrish to our chapter members at our 
February meeting.  Bob passed away on February 16, 2018.  He joined the SAR in 2011.  In fact, he 
was the first person I met when I joined.  A couple of things I will remember most are his pride in his 
Scottish heritage including Scottish apparel featuring the fox head sporran and his great sense of 
humor.  I look forward to the upcoming days when we gather together to share stories about Bob.  
His memorial service was held on February 25th in Lakewood, WA  

One of Bob’s final contributions to the chapter was in recognizing four individuals to receive their Military Service Medals 
and a War Service Medal.  I presented two of these medals at the meeting on his behalf.  Carl David McGowen received 
the Military Service Medal and York Barret received the War Service Medal. 

Two other medals will be presented at a later date. 

Our chapter continues to grow.  Rodger Dent reported that we have 13 applications at national waiting for approval. 

We also inducted a new officer.  Eric Benton will serve as Sergeant at Arms.  His primary responsibilities will be to 
coordinate new member guides to help new and prospective members become more acquainted with the SAR.   

This has been a busy month for our chapter.  Some things have been great.  While others remind us that life is short.  Bob 
Parrish lived his life to the fullest.  We will take the example of our founding fathers, through good and bad, we will always 
press forward. 

I look forward to seeing you all at next month’s meeting, March 17th. 

Your humble servant, 
Viren Lemmer 
Vice President, Alexander Hamilton Chapter 
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Sons of the American Revolution 
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Color Guard 
Two Color Guard events to report this month. 
Feb 19th, President’s Day: The Color Guard posted and retired the Colors at the Presidents Day Event, first at the LDS 
Institute of Religion for the DAR and then again at the George Washington Statue wreath laying ceremony, both on 
the University of WA Campus. in attendance were, SAR members: Doug Nelson, Art Dolan, Bob O’Neal, Dick Motz, 
Mick Hersey, Noah Chase, Ken Roberts, Viren Lemmer, Alex Lemmer, Skip Stephen, Kent Sterling, and Neil Vernon. 
Non-SAR were Jan Lemmer, Stephanie Conroy, Terry Barker, and Jeannine Stephan (F&D). Ralph Liening (HODAR). 

 

Feb 24th, Massing of the Colors: Location, Stadium High School in Tacoma.  The WASSAR, AH, and JPJ Chapters were 
represented.  This is a National Event, approved in 2016 by NSSAR.  Flag bearers were: State: Dave Jackman (SAR flag), 
Kent Sterling (US flag), JPG: Noah Chase (US Flag), Fred Gilbert (US Flag) AH: Dick Motz (13 Star American flag), Ken 
Roberts (Chapter flag). The SAR Fife and Drum lead the event Color Guard in posting the Colors.  Also, in attendance 
were, Doug Nelson, Bob O’Neal and Art Dolan. 

 
 
 
Revolutionary War Quiz answer: B & D (1 is false & 2 is false) 


